
 
 

 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

November is probably my favorite month of the year. Autumn finally comes to north Texas in November, as both leaves and 

temperatures fall. I celebrate my birthday (and my mom’s) this month. The church celebrates both All Saints Day (Nov. 1) and Christ 

the King Sunday (Nov. 26). And the nation observes Veterans Day on November 11 and celebrates Thanksgiving on November 23. 

A festive spirit stirs as we anticipate a long holiday season filled with joy and good cheer. 

What I especially like about Thanksgiving is the opportunity that it gives each one of us to reflect on and to name the many ways 

in which we are blessed. We are blessed both as individuals and as a church. We have recently celebrated Heritage Sunday and 

remembered the ways in which God has worked through our church from its humble beginning on the Texas frontier to today, 

when we are a vibrant, missionally-minded congregation. We are blessed with dedicated members, a talented staff, a first-rate 

choir, a spirit of gracious hospitality, and a beautiful wooded campus. God has also blessed us with some really exciting potential 

opportunities for financial and program growth in the months to come. 

As we give God thanks for these blessings, let us recall that God blesses us in order that we might bless others. When God called 

Abram and Sarai (later known as Abraham and Sarah) to carry out God’s mission in the world, God said, “I will bless you and make 

your name great, so that you will be a blessing” (Gen. 12:2). This charge is central to our understanding of who we are as God’s 

people: a people who have received in order that we might give. 

Indeed, as the Rev. Adam Hamilton suggests, “When God created humankind, God designed us to be generous. God created us 

with the willingness to give–to God and to others.” When we remember that we are created in God’s image, we reflect that God is 

generous, creating the heavens and the earth and everything in it. God has given us not only what is necessary but also what is 

delightful, and that in abundance. Not because God had to but because God wanted to. 

Later this month we will have the chance to express both our gratitude and our generosity to God. After several years’ hiatus , we 

will conduct a stewardship campaign celebrating “Simple Gifts,” both God’s good gifts to us, and our gifts to God of our time, 

talent, and treasure. On November 12th we will talk about how we can serve God through using our God-given time and talents 

for the work of God’s kingdom, and the following Sunday we will offer God signs of our intention to support that work through our 

financial gifts in 2018. I encourage you to join me in praying about how it is that God is calling you to be generous in offering 

simple gifts. 

Beyond blessed to be your pastor, 

Jeff 
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COCHRAN KITCHEN UPDATE 

In September, Cochran Kitchen 

volunteers served 160 meals to 55 guests, 

and 46 Bags of Grace were distributed. 

Additionally, 9 guests enjoyed showers, 22 

guests were given bus passes, and dozens 

of bags of hygiene products and items of 

clothing were distributed. 

MISSION OF THE MONTH: 

COCHRAN KITCHEN 

 

Have you ever noticed that whenever you host an event at your house, be it a birthday party or Thanksgiving 

dinner, no matter the size of your kitchen, that’s where everyone gathers? Why is it that instead of sitting on a 

comfortable sofa and listening to music, we stand around, leaning against countertops, chatting over the 

appliances and cookware? Maybe it’s because the kitchen is where the food is prepared, meaning someone has 

to be in the kitchen, and we’re naturally drawn to both food and relationships. 

That’s what Cochran Kitchen is about: food to feed the body and relationships to feed the soul. We gather in 

Cochran Kitchen with a lot of people who, because they are homeless, don’t often get to eat the home-cooked 

meal that comes from a kitchen. We gather in Cochran Kitchen with a lot of people who, because they have low 

incomes, might not be able to fill their modest kitchens with enough or nutritious food. We gather in Cochran 

Kitchen with a lot of people who have both ample kitchens and plenty of food, but who want to be in 

relationship with other people who are not similarly blessed.  

And like many of our kitchens at Thanksgiving dinner, Cochran Kitchen is a hive of activity: cooks busy chopping 

vegetables or checking the meat, helpers busy laying tables with tablecloths and floral arrangements, servers 

busy carrying trays laden with plates or pitchers full of milk or water. Guests are greeted by name at the door. A 

talented pianist fills the room with a variety of songs. There is music and laughter and smiles. Seconds are 

offered, desserts are served. Those who want one can take a shower. Hard-to-come-by clothing and toiletries 

are available. And our friends whose home is the streets can get a to-go plate and a bag of grace, providing 
food to tide them over until their next meal. 

It takes several hundred dollars a month to provide the food and supplies for the 60 or so guests we welcome 

to Meaders Hall at 5:30 on the last Wednesday of each month, and it takes several willing volunteers to provide 

the people-power to make dinner happen. Your financial contribution or gift of your time will help make more 

room in Cochran Kitchen, where everyone is welcome. 

 

North Dallas Shared Ministries 

November Need:  Canned Sweet Potatoes 

 Please leave your donations of canned 

sweet potatoes under the North Dallas Shared 

Ministries sign in our atrium or if you prefer     

not to shop, checks can be made out to CCUMC, 

noted for NDSM or donations can be made 

online.  Thank you for helping those less 

fortunate. 

 



  

Alternative Gift Market 2017: What's It All About? 

Do you long to give meaningful gifts? If you're looking for an alternative 

Christmas, birthday, or anytime gift, something that clearly defines what giving 

is all about without taking up any space at all, Cochran Chapel's Alternative Gift 

Market is the place for you.  

Our Alternative Gift Market isn't about buying things; it's about coming 

together as a church community to be the hands and feet of Christ as we bring 

forth God's kingdom on earth. Our 4th Annual Alternative Gift Market is about 

altruism; it centers on learning about, celebrating, and supporting the missions 

that define CCUMC in and to our community, while allowing us to share our 

missional experience with those we love. It’s an opportunity to support our 

church’s missions by making financial gifts in honor of someone   

special. 

     This year's Alternative Gift Market will be held Sunday, December 3, 2017 

at two times: between Sunday school and the church service, from 9:45-10:10, and after the service, from 

11:30-12:15. It's a come-and-go affair, where you can gather with friends, nosh on goodies, and find out 

about four of CCUMC's missions: Cochran Kitchen, North Dallas Shared Ministries, Project Transformation, 

and Sudie L. Williams Elementary School. The Alternative Gift Market will also be our December Mission of 

the Month. 

 Imagine the impact of giving an alternative gift: your giving could help usher in a better world, 

connect us with our neighbors, and share hope with loved ones throughout the year via gift card inserts 

that explain each of our selected ministries. By joining in our Alternative Gift Market, we become a light to 

those around us, both in our immediate neighborhood and beyond. 

 And for those whose shopping experience isn't complete without lugging something home, Cheryl 

Clark will have available homemade jams and jellies benefiting Cochran Kitchen, the Open Door Class 

Bakers will take pre-orders for their delicious buttermilk pies benefiting our missions, and students from 

Sudie L. Williams Elementary School will hand-fashion holiday ornaments for those donating to their 

school. 

 Join in the fellowship; join in the giving; join in what makes Cochran Chapel UMC a special place at 

the corner of Northwest Highway and Midway Road in Dallas, Texas, one now recognized as a United 

Methodist Historic Site. What began over 160 years ago is still going strong; the seed Nancy Jane Cochran 

planted springs forth anew each time we gather at CCUMC and our Alternative Gift Market.  

See you there on December 3, 2017! 

 

 



 
  

 

                                  

Hi-Notes from Cory 

      Greetings everyone! I am so excited for this opportunity to share information from the music ministry 

with you all. I served as Editor in Chief of the “Longhorn Tribune” in high School many moons ago, and so I 

am thrilled to flex my writing muscles once again.  

       First, I would like you all to know that we have the best Chancel Choir here at Cochran Chapel. We may 

be small in numbers right now, but we will continue to sing of God’s praises every week. Just a quick 

reminder that our Christmas Cantata is Sunday, December 17 at 10:15 am. We will have one combined 

orchestra/choir rehearsal on Saturday, December 16 from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm. We began practicing for our 

annual Christmas Cantata last Wednesday. But there is no need to fear because you can still join us. There 

is plenty of room in the inn for you. We will practice every Wednesday from 7:00 pm to 8:30 pm with the 

only exception being the Wednesday before Thanksgiving. I encourage you all to come join our band of 

heavenly voices. We are not looking for the next Renee Fleming or Andrea Bocelli. All we ask is that you 

have a desire in your heart to praise God through song. We will gladly accept you with open arms! 

        I have decided to postpone the Chancel’s Choir “Night in Italy” dinner until February 2018. I want this 

event to be special for our church family, and that means taking more time to plan with the choir and 

volunteers. Keep a lookout for more information as the time draws near. 

         What type of music minister would I be if I did not include a musical review in my debut column?! 

Therefore, for this month, I want to review Eric Whitacre’s arrangement of “Alleluia.” I assigned my students 

an assignment in which they had to write a descriptive essay over the composition. Reading their opinions 

was quite mind-boggling. The responses varied from, “OMG why are we doing this?” and “Are you seriously 

making us listen to this?” to “I could listen to this all day!” and “Stuff like this makes me want to cry!” I want 

you to go and listen to this beautiful setting of “Alleluia.” Musically speaking, this is a breath of fresh air. It 

is impossible to listen to this song and not get lost in its serenity. This is truly a masterpiece. It employs 

several techniques from the middle ages such as Gregorian chant and polyphony. Please go, listen, and feel 

free to share with me in person your thoughts. I hope you enjoy it as much as I am now!  

     Blessings to you all, 

      Cory 



  

       

       

                            



  

OCTOBER COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Board of Trustees – Cheryl Clark, treasurer, reviewed the 

2017 and 2018 budgets with the committee. The budgets are 

basically the same, with the exception of a cost of living 

increase (3% salary increase) as well as projected utility cost 

increases. Campus maintenance was discussed: AC 

maintenance, painting, landscaping, etc. Will Smith and 

Wright Cain were praised for their work on the Historical 

Plaques that have been installed near the entrance to 

CCUMC’s office and education building. 

Finance Committee – Cheryl Clark, treasurer, presented 

CCUMC’s budget for 2018. It includes a 3% raise for all staff, 

$1,500 for a catered congregational luncheon, plus projected 

cost of services out of CCUMC’s control. The Stewardship 

Campaign will begin on the 2nd Sunday in November. Pastor 

Jeff will talk about how we can support our church’s activities 

in financial and non-monetary ways. 

ON-LINE GIVING - Easy and Safe 

Perhaps the easiest way to donate to Cochran Chapel United 

Methodist Church and its many missions is to donate online. 

It’s easy and safe: 

Access:     CochranChapel.org 

Pastor Jeff’s picture will appear. In the upper right-hand 

corner of that screen, click on “Menu”.  

On the next screen under “Welcome” click on “give”. 

This next screen offers several options. Click on the box that 

has “give” written on it – the box is small and almost all the 

way down, on the left side. 

Several options appear on this screen. Click on either “First 

time” or “Quick Give” or “Scheduled Giving” or “My Account”.  

Input the data requested on your screen. 

This final screen lists options as to where you want your 

money donated and even provides “other” where you can 

input name of recipient if it is not listed. 

Once you input the requested information and designate the 

recipient for your donation, click “submit”.  

 That’s it! Easy, convenient and safe! 

      

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES 

Cochran Kitchen – volunteers needed to set up, 

serve guests, chat with guests and clean up. The next 

dinner is November 15. For more information, please 

contact the church office at 214-352-4889 or email  

office@cochranchapel.org   

3:00 to 4:00 PM – “dress” tables, place 

condiments4:00 to 5:00 PM – set up stations 

(shower, clothing, drinks, greeting); wash fruit,                

wrap flatware with napkins 

5:00 to 5:30 PM – Greet, talk with and listen to 

guests 

5:30 to 7:00 PM (or until food runs out) – serve 

meals, listen to/talk with guests 

6:30 PM until Meaders has been cleaned up 

COATS AND SWEATERS NEEDED 

 As Dallas weather gets colder, many of 

our Cochran Kitchen guests are in dire need of 

warm clothing. If you have gently used coats 

and/or warm sweaters, please donate them to 

CCUMC so that they can be given to those 

without warm clothing. New coats and sweaters 

are also welcome.  

Please leave your donations in the Atrium, under 

the Mission poster. Items will be given to our 

guests throughout the cold months. 



       

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

November 2 – Karen Watts 

November 3 – Joe Beakley 

November 7 – Taezia Phelan 

November 11 – Tricia Murphy 

November 13 – Elizabeth Gilliam 

November 16 – Rev. Jeff Hall 

Ann Pope 

Cochran House 

CALENDAR AT A GLANCE – NOVEMBER 

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED: November 23rd and 24th for Thanksgiving.  

Chancel Choir rehearsals –  meets every Wednesday, 7:00 PM, Choir Room November 1, 8, 15, 29. No 

rehearsal on November 22. Please check with Cory Roberson, Director of Music, for updated schedule 

through remainder of year. 

Knitwits –  meets Tuesdays, 1:00 to 3:00 PM; Brown Bag lunch 12:00 noon – all are welcome (members and 

non-members knitters and non-knitters, men and women), Fellowship Hall: November 7, 14, 28. No 

meeting November 21. 

2nd Sunday Potluck Lunch – offered second Sunday of the month, meets in Fellowship Hall right after 

Worship Service, November 12. 

Finance Committee – usually meets the third Tuesday of the month, 6:00 PM. November’s meeting will be 

held on the second Tuesday, November 14. 

Board of Trustees – usually meets the third Tuesday of the month, 6:45 PM. November’s meeting will be 

held on second Tuesday, November 14. 

Cochran Kitchen – usually offered last Wednesday of the month, opens 4:00 PM, Meaders Hall: November 

15.  Volunteers always welcome (see Volunteer Opportunities – November) 

Deadline for The Cochran Chronicle: Our Life Together -- November 21 is the last day information can 

be submitted to be included in our December newsletter. Either email office@cochranchapel.org with your 

information or leave a hardcopy of your text in the church office with contact information should there be 
questions. Thank you. 

Reading Group – usually meets fourth Thursday of the month, 2:00 PM to 4:00 PM, Fellowship Hall.           

No Reading Group meeting in November. 

 

 

November 20 – Dirk Anders 

November 23 – Richard Kirby 

November 27 – Brian Irwin 

November 30 – Gigi Cain 



 

Howard Cox, Pastor Jeff Hall, George Hendrix, Linda Rolen and Will Smith for their many hours of hard work to 

have CCUMC designated an official Historical Site by the United Methodist Church.  

Martha Dempsey for providing the luncheon decorations for the Heritage Day feast. 

Mark Wesley and Martin Wesley for helping set  up for Heritage Sunday (that included cleaning garbage from the 

stream) and for Cochran Kitchen as well as ushering on a regular basis. 

Lynn Bickley for cleaning, setting up and overseeing the kitchen and cakes for Heritage Sunday. 

Glenda Ricketts for volunteering to be a Cochran Kitchen “runner.” When the ice machine malfunctions or the butter 

melts, Glenda is called to find, purchase, and deliver these last-minute items.  

Suzette Foster for taking the bull by the horns and doing what needed to be done! Suzette called dozens of members, 

asking them to become part of CCUMC’s lay teams. 

Margo Cummings, a new member, for volunteering to help with The Cochran Chronicle: Our Life Together. 

Linda Rolen for creating colorful and interesting bulletin boards found on the walls of the first-floor hallway in our 

educational building.

 

  

 

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES 

Nursery: 9:00 AM; RM 100 for children 3 years of 

age and younger. 

Children’s Sunday School: 9:00 AM: Class meets 

on 1st floor of Education Building for children ages 

4 years of age and older. 

Open Door: 9:00 AM in RM 201: Led by Neil Bickley. 

All adults are welcome. 

Seekers: 9:00 AM in RM 203: Led by Pastor Jeff. 

Class is studying Mark’s Gospel. All adults are 

welcome.            

Save the Dates!! 

December 3 – Hanging of the Greens Service – During 

our 10:15 AM worship service, Christmas greens will be 

hung throughout the sanctuary.  

December 3 – Alternative Gift Market will offer 

homemade goodies like the Open Door Sunday School 

Class’ famous buttermilk pies and Cheryl Clark’s delicious 

jams as well as handmade crafts from Sudie Williams 

Elementary School students. Proceeds go to support 

CCUMC’s mission programs. Fellowship Hall, 9:45 to 

10:10 AM and 11:30 AM to 12:15 PM. 

December 15 – Cochran House Open House – from 6:00 

to 9:00 PM, Cochran House will host an Open House. All 

are invited.  

December 17 – Christmas Cantata during our 10:15 AM 

worship service, Sanctuary. 

Practice is Saturday December 16, 9:00 AM to 1:00 PM. 

December 24 – Christmas Eve service, Sanctuary 

 

   


